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A DSL is a focussed, processable 

language for describing a 

specific concern when building 

a system in a specific domain. 

The abstractions and notations 

used are natural/suitable for 

the stakeholders who specify 

that particular concern. 
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more in GPLs more in DSL 

Domain Size large and complex  smaller and well-defined 

Designed by guru or committee a few engineers and 

domain experts 

Language Size large small 

Turing-

completeness 

almost always often not 

User Community large, anonymous and 

widespread 

small, accessible and 

local 

In-language 

abstraction 

sophisticated limited 

Lifespan years to decades months to years (driven 

by context) 

Evolution slow, often 

standardized 

fast-paced 

Incompatible 

Changes 

almost impossible feasible 
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with many first  

class concepts! 

Big Language 
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Modular Language 

composable modules 
with many optional, 





2 Examples 
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2 Tools 
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The End. 
This material is part of 

my upcoming (early 2013) 

book DSL Engineering. 

Stay in touch, it may 

become a free eBook  
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